e VR N ) D ‘

2022 I

NORAD & USNORTHCOM
‘ Missile Warning and e
\

Defender of the Year
Award Ceremony

May 13, 2022
Colorado Springs, Colorado




SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
NORAD & USNORTHCOM
MISSILE WARNING & DEFENDER of the YEAR
AWARD CEREMONY
Call to Order
Posting of the Colors
National Anthem
Invocation
Welcoming Remarks
Dinner
Remarks

Presentation of Awards

Closing Remarks



AWARD HISTORY
*

NORAD & USNORTHCOM Missile Warning & Defender of the Year

On May 12, 1958 NORAD was established for the defense of Canada and the United States. The inaugural
NORAD & USNORTHCOM Missile Warning & Defender of the Year award ceremony took place on May 3,
2013. The event recognizes and honors members of the U.S. and Canadian military and civilians who reflect
the utmost commitment to excellence in their mission to defend the North American continent. They are a
true inspiration to their subordinates, peers, and superiors. They have demonstrated leadership that goes
above and beyond for the good of their countries.

The purpose of the NORAD & USNORTHCOM Missile Warning & Defender of the Year event is to recognize
exceptional individuals in missile warning and missile defense in their role as defenders of the homeland and
citizens of Canada and the United States. Furthermore, we recognize those leaders to help educate both the
Canadian and American public on their vital role in the preservation of peace.

We want to thank all those who have supported MDAA for over a decade to fulfill its mission to educate
the American public on the need for our nation to develop and deploy missile defense.

ABOUT MDAA
*

The Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance

MDA A’s mission is to make the world safer by advocating for the development and deployment of missile
defense systems to defend the United States, its armed forces, and its allies against missile threats.

MDAA is the only orgnization in existence whose primary mission is to educate the American public about
missile defense issues and to recruit, organize, and mobilize citizens to advocate for the critical need of
missile defense. We are a non-profit organization that does not advocate on behalf of any speciifc system,
technology, architecture, or entity.

MDA A was founded by Riki Ellison in 2002 to generate public support through education for the continued
testing, development, and deployment of missile defense systems.



NORAD & USNORTHCOM
MISSILE WARNING &
DEFENDER of the YEAR

Staff Sergeant Casey Jones
Intel Professional Awardee

SSG Jones was born in Champagne, Illinois. He entered military service with the United
States Army in 2014, graduating from basic training at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma and initial entry
training from Ft. Huachuca, Arizona. SSG Jones’ previous assignments include Intelligence
Analyst at the 82nd Engineer Battalion, 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry
Division at Fort Riley, Kansas; Security Manager and Intelligence Analyst at the 94th Army
Air and Missile Defense Command (AAMDC) at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii,
Theatre Air and Missile Defense Analysis Cell (TAMDAC) Non-Commissioned Officer in
Charge (NCOIC) at the 94th AAMDC at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii; and Duty
Director of Intelligence for Transnational Threats and Missiles (DDIT, DDIM) at the North
American Aerospace Defense Command and U.S. Northern Command
(NORAD-NORTHCOM) at Peterson Space Force Base, Colorado. SSG Jones’ operational
assignments include Operation Enduring Freedom and Atlantic Resolve. SSG Jones’ has
attended the Basic Leader’s Course, placing second in his class; Advanced Leader’s Course,
placing first in his class; and NCO of the Year for 94th AAMDC, placing second. SSG Jones’
awards and decorations include the Army Commendation Medal (20LC), Army
Achievement Medal (1 OLC), and Meritorious Unit Award. SSG Jones is married to Madison
Jones of Galva, Illinois. They have one child, Aiden.
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Captain Jacob Switzer
Military Missile Warning Awardee

Capt Switzer is currently assigned as the Joint Operations Center Standards and Missile and
Space Domain Deputy Chief Senior Evaluator at the North American Aerospace Defense
Command (NORAD) at Peterson Space Force Base (SFB), Colorado. Capt Switzer was born
in Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Newfoundland and Labrador. He was commissioned via
Regular Officer Training Plan (ROTP) as a Construction Engineering Officer in the Royal
Canadian Air Force from the Royal Military College of Canada in 2016. He holds a Bachelor
of Civil Engineering and a Masters in Business Administration from Royal Roads University
(2022). Capt Switzer’s previous assignments include Air Force Officer Development at
Barker College with 17 Wing in Winnipeg, Manitoba; Royal Canadian Air Force Fire
Marshal, A4CE with the 1 Canadian Air Division in Winnipeg, Manitoba; and Missile and
Space Domain Deputy Chief at NORAD at Peterson SFB, Colorado. Capt Switzer has
attended the Construction Engineering Officer Courses, Real Property Management Basic
Course, Real Property Management Advanced Course, Fire Safety Officer Course, Missile
and Space Domain Initial Qualification Training Course, and the Basic Space Operations
Course. Capt Switzer’s awards and decorations include the Joint Service Achievement
Medal, for COVID Sequestration while part of NORAD and U.S. Northern Command. Capt
Switzer is married to Jordee Matson, and they have one dog, Stella.
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Mr. Carlos Cisneros
Civilian Missile Warning Awardee

Mr. Cisneros is a GS-13 in the North American Aerospace Defense Command’s (NORAD)
J32 Integrated Tactical Warning & Attack Assessment Functional Manager’s Office. The
Missile Warning Functional Manager’s Office (FMO) is responsible for providing missile
warning information to Combatant Commanders and allies, and fielded forces. The Missile
Warning FMO has responsibility for both Theater Missile Warning (TMW) and Strategic
Missile Warning (SMW) of the Integrated Tactical Warning and Attack Assessment
(ITW/AA). The office supports planning and integration efforts between Missile Warning
(MW), Missile Defense (MD), battlespace awareness, and technical intelligence. Mr.
Cisneros is a retired 20 year Air Force veteran. His key assignments included Hickam AFB,
Hawaii in 1997; Lackland Air Force Base (AFB), Texas in 2002; Vandenberg AFB, California
in 2007; Schriever AFB, Colorado in 2007; Moron Air Base, Spain in 2012; Peterson AFB,

_ Colorado in 2014; Cheyenne Mountain Air Force Station, Colorado in 2017. His hobbies
include snowboarding, mountain biking, motorcycle riding, snorkeling, kayaking, standup
paddle boarding, hiking, running, and hunting. Mr. Cisneros is married to Melissa and they
have five daughters, Kayla, Sierra, Alyssa, Chloe, and Danica, in their 25 years of marriage.
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Lieutenant Colonel Kenon Thompson
Military Future Operations Awardee

Lt Col Thompson is currently assigned to the Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) Integration and
Synchronization Branch at U.S. Northern Command’s (USNORTHCOM) J31 Office at Peterson
Space Force Base (SFB), Colorado. Lt Col Thompson was born in Santa Ana, California. He was
commissioned via the Air Force Academy as a Nuclear and Missile Operations officer in 2006. He
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Management from the Air Force Academy, Master’s Certificate in Space
Systems Management from University of Colorado (Colorado Springs), and a Master of Business
Administration from Oklahoma State University (2014). Lt Col Thompson’s previous assignments
include Missile Combat Crew Commander and Missile Combat Crew Flight Commander in the
320th Missile Squadron at F.E. Warren Air Force Base (AFB), Wyoming; Intercontinental Ballistic
Missile (ICBM) Operations Instructor and Emergency War Order Flight Commander in the 532nd
Training Squadron at Vandenberg AFB, California; Director of Advising and Assistant Professor of
Management in the Department of Management at the U.S. Air Force (USAF) Academy, Colorado;
and Missile Defense Officer in USNORTHCOM at Peterson SFB, Colorado. Lt Col Thompson has
attended the ICBM Operations Training Course, Air and Space Basic Course, Air Force Instructional
Systems Design Course, Squadron Officer School, Nuclear Fundamentals Course, USAF Nuclear
Weapon Stockpile Training Course, and the Advanced ICBM Operations Course. Lt Col Thompson’s
awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal, Air and Space Commendation Metal
(10OLC), Joint Service Achievement Medal, Air and Space Achievement Medal, and the Joint
Meritorious Unit Award (1OLC). Lt Col Thompson is married to Ashley Simcik (sim-sick). They have
five children: Isabella, Colter, Lyric, Calianna and Wesley.
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Mr. Jeff Duncan
Civilian Future Operations Awardee

Mr. Duncan serves as the North American Aerospace Command (NORAD) and U.S. Northern Command
(USNORTHCOM) Missile Defense Capabilities Lead and Integrated Air and Missile Defense (IAMD) Lead for
the Joint Staff Protection Functional Capabilities Board, Joint Capabilities Board, and the Joint Requirements
Oversight Council. He works closely with the Missile Defense Agency and the Space Development Agency and
advocates with the Services to gain solutions for TAMD Capability Gaps. He also serves as Operations Planner
on the NCSA CCC. Mr. Duncan was born in Tampa, Florida. He earned a Bachelor’s Degree from Colorado
State University and a Master’s Degree from the University of Oklahoma. He was a Distinguished Graduate of
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) and, following commissioning, entered the U.S. Air Force (USAF)
Undergraduate Pilot Training at Moody Air Force Base (AFB), Georgia. He was an F-4FE Pilot at Homestead
AFB, Florida and Hahn Air Base, Germany. He helped to create the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training
Program at Sheppard AFB, Texas. Assigned to Eglin AFB, Florida to fly the F-15, he was given his first
command, the 33rd Equipment Maintenance Squadron, 33 Tactical Fighter Wing. Completing his command
tour, he was assigned as the Director of Operations and Deputy Base Commander of an F-15 NORAD Alert

. Forward Operating Base. His follow-on assignment was in the F-15 at Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, where he
intercepted numerous Russian bombers and Electronic Intelligence aircraft and became a NORAD Airborne
Battle Commander. He next served as the Deputy Operations Group Commander and, later, Commander of
the 11th Operations Group, 11th Air Control Wing, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska. Following multiple deployments to
the Middle East, he became the Deputy Ag/5 for the Air Component of U.S. Central Command with many
more deployments to the Middle East prior to his retirement from active duty with over 23 years of service.
Mr. Duncan joined the NORAD and USNORTHCOM Team in late Sep 2009 advocating with the Services and
Agencies for solutions to IAMD capability gaps identified in the NORAD and USNORTHCOM Integrated
Priority List. He has led the HQ Team preparing the Annual Joint Assessment and Integrated Priority List for
many years. He is happily married to Robin Wittig, who is an Insurance Examiner for AAA Homeowners
Insurance. They have two cats, three sons, one daughter, and five grandchildren.
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Mr. David Boothe
Civilian Current Operations Awardee

Mr. Boothe currently serves in the North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) and U.S.
Northern Command (USNORTHCOM) Joint Operations Center (JOC) J31 team. He was born in El Paso,
Texas. Mr. Boothe holds an Associate’s Degree in Business from Pikes Peak Community College (1996). Mr.
Boothe retired in 2015 from active duty in the U.S. Army, after a 26 year career. Mr. Boothe’s previous
assignments as a Federal Employee include Air and Missile Defense Specialist, HQ U.S. European Command
JOC, Joint Activities ARJA in Stuttgart, Germany from 2018 - 2020; and Security and Law Enforcement
Division, Leader, U.S. Army Chemical Materials Activity in Pueblo Chemical Depot, Pueblo, Colorado from
2015 - 2018. Mr. Boothe’s previous military assignments include Research and Development Test
Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge of the Air Defense Artillery (ADA) Test Directorate at Ft. Bliss, Texas
from 2011 - 2015; Operations Sergeant at the 19th Battlefield Coordination Detachment at Ramstein Air Force
Base, Germany and Forward deployed to Al Udeid, Qatar from 2006 - 2011. Other assignments and
deployments include Platoon Sergeant at C Battery 1/44 ADA in Ft. Carson, Colorado; Squad Leader ADA
Battery, Linebacker and Stinger, 1/3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment in Ft. Carson, Colorado; Squad Leader for
B Battery, Linebacker, 5/5 ADA at Camp Hovey, Korea; Squad Leader for A Battery, Vulcan SP, 5/3 ADA at
McCully Barracks, Germany; and Desert Storm, Desert Shield, and the Defense of Kuwait, A Battery 5/3 ADA
assigned to 3rd Armored Division during the Gulf War. Other Operational assignments include Operation
Seagull, Enduring Freedom, and Bright Star. Mr. Boothe has attended the Joint Aerospace Command and
Control Course, ADA Senior Leaders Course, ADA Advanced Leaders Course, and the Missile Defense
Officer/Operators Course. Mr. Boothe’s military awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service
Medal, Army Commendation Medal (8th), Army Achievement Medal (6th), Joint Meritorious Unit Award, U.S.
Coast Guard Meritorious Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal (8th), National Defense Service Medal with 2
Bronze Service Stars, Southwest Asia Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Korea
Defense Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, and the Kuwait Liberation Medal. Mr. Boothe is
married to the former Ruth Ann Calvin of Carlsbad, New Mexico. They have four children: Waylon, Nathaniel,
Sarah, and Noah. They also have eight grandchildren.
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Major Gabe Carr
Missile Defense Officer Awardee

MAJ Carr is currently assigned as a Missile Defense Officer at U.S. Northern Command
(USNORTHCOM) at Peterson Space Force Base, Colorado. He was born in Zanesville, Ohio. MAJ
Carr was commissioned via Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) as an Air Defense Artillery
(ADA) Short-Range Air Defense (SHORAD) officer from Ohio University (2003). He holds a
Bachelor of Specialized Studies. MAJ Carr’s previous assignments include Platoon Leader for Alpha
Battery, 2-174 ADA Battalion (BN) at McConnelsville, Ohio; Tactical Control Officer for the Joint Air
Defense Operations Center (JADOC) at Bolling Air Force Base, Washington D.C.; Executive Officer
of Charlie Battery, 2-174 ADA BN at McConnelsville, Ohio; Commander of Headquarters &
Headquarters Battery, 2-174 ADA BN at McConnelsville, Ohio; Liaison Officer in the 263rd Army
Air and Missile Defense Command at Anderson, South Carolina; Assistant Operations Officer in the
174 ADA Brigade at Columbus, Ohio; Deputy Director for Operations at JADOC at Joint Base
Anacostia-Bolling, Washington D.C.; Tactical Director at JADOC Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling,
Washington D.C.; and Joint Plans and Operations Officer at the National Guard Bureau in
Arlington, Virginia. MAJ Carr’s operational assignments include Operation Noble Eagle. MAJ Carr
has attended the ADA Officer Basic Course, Norwegian Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System
Course, ADA Captain’s Career Course, Ground-Based Mid-Course Defense Missile Defense Officer
Course, and Command and General Staff College. MAJ Carr’s awards decorations include the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, Army Commendation
Medal (20LC), Air Force Commendation Medal, Joint Service Achievement Medal (10LC), Army
Achievement Medal (40LC), Joint Meritorious Unit Award (10LC), and Army Superior Unit Aware
(10OLC). MAJ Carr is married to Julia Aldrich of Fredonia, New York.
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Mr. Scott Gearhart
Lifetime Achievement Awardee

Mr. Gearhart is currently a Future Operations Ballistic Missile Defense Specialist within U.S. Northern
Command (USNORTHCOM) J31. For the past 15 years, he has planned and executed numerous ballistic
missile defense (BMD) operations supporting USNORTHCOM. Prior to this current position, Mr. Gearhart
supported the USNORTHCOM J5 as a BMD Policy and Strategy Specialist from 2007-2010 where he
developed the USNORTHCOM BMD policy and strategy position and BMD Operations Plan development. Mr.
Gearhart has been an employee at USNORTHCOM since 2003. As a “plank holder,” he held various positions
within the USNORTHCOM J3 and was instrumental in standing up the command and the early development
and execution of the command’s Quick and Rapid Response Force operations and Counter-drug operations.
Prior to his employment with USNORTHCOM, Mr. Gearhart served in the U.S. Army for over 20 years. He
retired in August of 2003. As a career Field Artilleryman, he served at various command, operations, and
schoolhouse/instructor positions in all weapons systems ranging from Pershing Missiles, 105 millimeter, 155
millimeter, and 8 inch howitzers. His duty locations included: Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Fort Campbell, Kentucky;
Fort Drum, New York, and Germany. His Joint assignments included the United States Transportation
Command (USTRANSCOM) J3, Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, and North American Aerospace Defense
Command (NORAD)-United States Space Command (USSPACECOM) J5. His education includes a Bachelor’s
degree from Youngstown State University in Youngstown, Ohio and a Master’s Degree from Central Michigan
University in Mt Pleasant, Michigan. He received his commission as a Distinguished Military Graduate from
the Youngstown State University Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) program in June of 1983. He is
married to his lovely wife Candy and has three children Dan, a Major in the U.S. Marine Corps (USMC) and
stationed at Miramar Marine Corps Air Station, California; Josh, a Deputy Sherriff in Teller County, Colorado,
and Staff Sergeant in the USMC reserve; and Lauren, a Pre-school teacher in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Scott
and Candy are set to retire on July 29, 2022 and move to Pennsylvania to start another chapter in their lives.
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Colonel (Ret) Barry Cardwell
Lifetime Achievement Awardee

COL (Ret) Cardwell is currently serving as the Deputy Chief, Strategy, Policy and Doctrine Division, Strategy,
Policy and Plans Directorate, North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) and United States
Northern Command (USNORTHCOM). Upon retirement from over 31 years of active duty in 2001, COL (Ret)
Cardwell worked at Schriever Air Force Base (AFB), Colorado helping to standup the ballistic missile defense
command and control element. COL (Ret) Cardwell and five other prior service personnel were called together
at Peterson AFB, Colorado Springs, Colorado on 22 January 2002 and asked to figure out the new “homeland
security” command that was born in the aftermath of 9/11. Prior to going back into government service in
2005 as a civilian, COL (Ret) Cardwell was a Senior Military Analyst with SY Technology, working Homeland
Security / Defense issues on the staff of NORAD and USNORTHCOM. COL (Ret) Cardwell entered active duty
in 1970 upon graduation from the University of Colorado in Boulder, Colorado with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in personnel management and administration. He earned a master’s degree in management from
Webster University in 1979. COL (Ret) Cardwell’s major assignments include Nike-Hercules Team Commander
with the 559th Artillery Group in Italy; Battery Commander of Delta Battery, 2-44 Air Defense Artillery

| (ADA) (Nike Hercules) Battalion in the Republic of Korea; S3 and Executive Officer for 1-59 ADA Battalion in
the Federal Republic of Germany; ADA Staff Officer for Army Forces Central Command (ARCENT) (Forward)
in Dhahran, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; Commander of the 11th ADA Brigade in Ft. Bliss, Texas; Assigned to
NORAD and U.S. Space Command as Command Director in Cheyenne Mountain, Colorado; Chief of Staff for
the 32nd Army Air and Missile Defense Command in Ft. Bliss, Texas; and Chief of Staff for Ft. Bliss and U.S.
Army ADA Center in Ft. Bliss, Texas. His military awards and decorations include the Defense Superior
Service Medal, Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clusters, Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf
clusters, Army Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters, and the Army Achievement Medal. COL (Ret)
Cardwell is married to the former Tamara Woods. They have two children (Christopher and Aundrea) and six
grandchildren (Makenna, Aynsley, Addie Jane, Ethan, Etta Mae and Nicholas).
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Major General Kevin Huyck
Lifetime Achievement Awardee

Maj Gen Huyck is Director of Operations for headquarters, U.S. Northern Command
(USNORTHCOM), Peterson Space Force Base, Colorado. The Director of Operations serves
as the principal advisor to the USNORTHCOM Commander on all matters of homeland
defense, to include providing strategic guidance to plan and execute NORTHCOM missions
within the area of responsibility; including land, maritime and air operations, defense
support to civil authorities, and theater security cooperation, to include the Arctic. Maj Gen
Huyck is a 1990 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy and earned his wings at Sheppard
Air Force Base, Texas. He was a distinguished graduate and instructor at the U.S. Air Force's
Weapons Instructor Course and attended National War College. His assignments include
F-22 Initial Cadre, F-22 Follow-on Operational Test and Evaluation Director of Operations,
combat Joint Staff and Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations at NATO’s Allied Air Command.
He has commanded at the squadron, group, and wing level. Prior to his current assignment,
Maj Gen Huyck served as the Director of Operations for Headquarters Air Combat
Command (ACC) at Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia. He was responsible to the ACC
Commander on all matters pertaining to the direct operational planning, training,
command and controlling functions to deploy and employ regular and Reserve component
combat air forces, including more than 1,900 aircraft, in support of U.S. security objectives.
Maj Gen Huyck is a command pilot with more than 3,000 flying hours in the F-15 and
F-22, and 295 combat hours in support of Operation Southern Watch.




Members of the Order of Missile Defender of the Year

2020

100th MDB

SSG Nadia Carter
SFC Sean Clark
1LT Chris Giron

CPT Skye Robinson
LTC Tim Biart

Space Delta 4

MSgt Tariq Simpson
1st Lt Eryn Daman
1st Lt Megan McCoy
Capt Taylor Pubins

NORAD

MCpl Justin Dumoulin

CDR John Gustine
Mr. Jeffrey DeMuth

USNORTHCOM

LTC Scott Manson
Mr. Ross Parker
COL Chris Matthews

2019

100th MDB

SSG Ryan Biggs
SFC Curtis Guitreau
SFC Patricia Young
MAJ Benjamin Brown
MAJ Jason DeLange
LTC Russell Porter Grant

460th Operations Group

SSgt Jake Harris
SSgt Michelle Holt
TSgt Christopher Kohler
MSgt Thomas Jedreski
SMSgt Carlos Martinez
1st Lt Jordan Mays
1st Lt Thu Pham
Capt Jason Laboy
Capt Robert Mathews
FLTLT Gene Elliot

NORAD

MSgt Michael Benson
Lt Col John Ferko
Mr. Steven Moritz

USNORTHCOM

LTC Craig Cotner
Mr. Lonnie Calloway
Mr. Kermit Neal

Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance

2018

460th Operations Group

SrA Jacquelynne Kidd
SrA Julianne Loli
SrA Roy McDavid
SSgt Diego Rojas
TSgt Bradley Bahley
MSgt Johnathon Lubuguin
1st Lt Marques Stevenson
1st Lt John Bierman
Capt Nathan Beckler
Capt Mark Conque

NORAD

MSgt Clint Gust
Lt Col Mark Payton

USNORTHCOM

Mr. Anhtuan Wilson
Maj Michelle Olinger
LTC Michael Tobey
COL John Wanat



Members of the Order of Missile Defender of the Year
2017 2016

NORAD NORAD

Lt Col Timothy Schwamb Lt Col Steven Osborne
TSgt Michael Benson TSgt Kion Shaw

USNORTHCOM USNORTHCOM

LCDR Dawn Allen LTC Keith Weber
Mr. Scott Gearhart Mr. Daniel Vannucci
Mr. Mark McClintock COL Paul Pfahler
CDR William Gallagher

2015 2014 2013

NORAD NORAD NORAD

Lt Col Adam Curtis COL Frederick Clarke Lt Col Derek Geeskie
Mr. Ernie Stern

USNORTHCOM USNORHTCOM
NORTHCOM
LTC Scott Dellinger Mr. Jeff Dillemuth
Mr. Eugene Nixon LCDR Timothy Ladowicz Mr. Steven Piel
Mr. Steven Allen LCDR Douglas Pegher

Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance



A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU

To the North American Aerospace Command and the United States Northern Command.
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Missile Defense Advocacy Alliance

www.missiledefenseadvocacy.org



